THE SECRET DOCTRINE

Ir  was during this period of her life in London that
H. P. B. issued her wmonumental work, The Secret Doctrine.
The bock was planned in 1882, and Colonel Olcott mentions
in Old Diary Leaves how he made some suggestions for the
revision of Isis Unveiled, which was what The Secret Doctrine
was intended to be. Periodically H. P.B. wrote parts of the
work, but it was only after she left India in 1885 that she
definitely began to put together all the material till then written,
and to reshape it. Even then, the first draft was not approved
by T. Subba Row, and so she re-wrote from the beginning.
: Finally two volumes
were published in 1888.
The “Theosophical
Publishing  Society ”
was organised by Coun-
tess Wachtmeister and
Bertram Keightley, to
publish the work.

A curious charge has
been made of late that
the subsequent edi-
tions of the Secret
Doctrine have been

mutilated by the owners
of the copyright. The
facts are that H. P. B.
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always recognised that her English phrasing was often defective,
and that a person with a greater command of Knglish would
express her thought better. She was always grateful for any
emendations or modifications suggested to her. Colonel Olcott has
described how she re-wrote parts of Isis Unveiled as the result
of suggestions by him, and how she incorporated into it material
written by others who offered to help her. So long as her
thought was expressed clearly, she did not in the least mind
who gave the diction. When the Secret Doctrine was published,
she realised that there were many emendations necessary in
a subsequent edition. But she did mnot live long enough to
supervise the revised second edition. She however left instruc-
tions with her disciples that, with the issue of another edition,
they should do everything within their judgment to make her
writings clearer. After her death, this request of hers was
carried out, and literary defects were removed. Wherever
possible, when a new phrase would better express her thought, the
change was made. It was in the second edition that a thorough
revision was made of all quotations. In the first edition, H.P.B.
had not had time to verify quotations or references, but this
work was done in the second edition. This very heavy task of
checking and revising was largely the work of G. R. S. Mead, who
devoted a great deal of his time to carrying out’ H. P. B.’s
wishes in the matter. After her passing, he also edited many
articles of hers, which had appeared in various journals, in a
book bearing the title A Modern Panarion. Before H. P.B.’s
passing away, she also gave to our Theosophical literature two
striking works, The Key to Theosophy and The Voice of the Silence.

H. P. B. constantly corrected her manuscript and was in
some ways the despair of printers. Hven when the pages were
“locked wup,” she would put in additions, which necessitated
rearrangement. A reproduction is given of a page of her manus-
cript of the Secret Doctrine (Fig. 128). A page of her manuseript
of the Voice of the Silence (Fig. 129 shows how constantly she
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corrected her first draft, before she finally passed the manuseript
for the printer. ' ‘

After H. P. B’s death, all her remaining manuscript
material was published as a third volume of the Secret Doctrine.
She was under the
impression  that = the
‘material she had slowly
collected during many
years would make five
volumes in all of the
Secret  Doctrine.  But
steadily as she wrote
the first two volumes
of the Secret Doctrine,
more and more of her

material was incorporat-
ed into the first two
volumes, and the remain-
ing manuscript material
made only one more
volume. A little glimpse
into H. P. B.’s sense of
humour is revealed in

Fre. 130 .
FIRST DRAFT OF TITLE PAGE the ingcription which

she put in her own copy of the Voice of the Silence (Fig. 131).
She always made a distinction between herself as H. P. B. and
as H. P. Blavatsky. It is this distinction which she reiterates
in the inscription. This copy of the Voice of the Silence is
among the records at Adyar.
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Fie. 129
A PAGE FROM MS. OF VOICE OF THE SILENCE
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