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Electricity

pioneer

TAURANGA was a plo-
neer in the electrical
supply Industry, build-

its own Omanawa
Falls statlon in 1915 and
McLaren Falls 10 years
later.

Mr Erle Faulkner
remembers Lloyd
Mandeno, the borough
englneer who upgraded
Omanawa, built
McLaren Falls and
ereated the concept for
the Tauranga Joint
Generatlon Commit.
tee’s strlng of three
mndernslat%uns.

“He was a wrrlfic
engineer.” Mr Faulkner
"He was still in
volved with the joint
generation project
when e was B0,

"He had a sense of
humour and would try
anything on. He was
stlll a bli of a rascal In
hls &0s,™

Mr Mandeo, an indi-
vidualistic  engineer,
produced the first all
electric house In New
Zealand, designing the
water heater for it,

He also ran a retall
shop In  Devenport
Road, Installing a gen-
erator 5o he could dem-
onstrate the electrical
appliances.

Mr Faulkner was In-
volved with the jolnt
generation ?mgect a
composite of the Tau-
ranga Borough Councll
and the Tauranga Elee-
tric Power Board, from
the beginning.

He sald it was en-
visaged by the then
mayor, Dave Mitchell,
who hounded the Min-
ister of Works, Stan
Gooseman, Into glving
permlission for Tau-
ranga Borough to re-

MR MANDEND

it was one of his
final acts as Minlster of
Works, granting a gen-
eration lleence on con-

ditlon there would be
equitable distribution of

power throughoot the
area,” Mr Faulkner
sald.

“The scheme has had
its problems, but will be
amoney splaner,™

The McLaren Falls
staflon had been of
great beneflt to Tau-

ranga borough, not only
Pfﬁgl::tll'lﬂ some of the

cheapest power In the
country but financing
many clvie develop-
ments.

"It provided the elvie
bullding debt free, pro-
vided money for the
Queen Elizabeth Youth
Centre — many pro-
Jeets In the town would
not have been possible
withoutit,"" he sald.

In the early 1960s the
MecLaren Falls power
slation was Mooded in a
itﬁm Mwlil:hhdj 1‘alsrn:r
eslro ¢ adjg.
mtdbﬁldgt. g,

“The machines were
taken out and sent to
AG Price's for refur-
blshment,"” he sald.
“One, which had been
golng since 1525, need-
¢d nothing done tolt,

* “It was a beautlful

maln a  gencratln eceof "
authority. ¢ M i e
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